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Funeral Planning Workshop
Community of Care Forum
Saturday, March 14, 2026
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Woodstock, GA

DECISION MAKERS:

1. List key individual(s) who will plan/organize any service and make any
final decisions

2. Names of all spouses, partners, parents, children, grandchildren,
greatgrandchildren, nieces, nephews, ...

3. List of those to contact when death occurs
FINANCES:
4, How will you pay for burial or cremation? Prices vary WIDELY

Georgia, cremation only, ~$900-51800

Georgia, burial, body preparation plus basic casket, ~$8500
Other: transportation of body, cemetery plot, headstone, chapel
services. Full service burial and plot can run $25-30K

5. Have you prepaid for funeral home services?

If yes, provide the signed agreement, location of funeral home, and
phone number.

BODY:

6. Organ and/or tissue donor? Register at: https://dds.georgia.gov/organ-
donor-program

7. Donate your body to science? Provide signed agreements with the
receiving organization. Body will be cremated and ashes returned.


https://dds.georgia.gov/organ-donor-program
https://dds.georgia.gov/organ-donor-program
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BURIAL:

8. Body prepared by funeral home and placed into casket:
What kind of a casket?

To be buried where? Have you made arrangements with this
location? Provide documentation of the signed agreement.
How will the body be transported to the cemetery?
Anything specific on the tombstone or plaque?

9. Cremation:
Any special urn requests?
What will be done with the cremains?
Cemetery?
Scattered or buried where and by whom?
Kept by an individual? Whom?

MILITARY:
10. Branch of the military? Rank?
Years served? Locations?

Desire to be buried in a National Cemetery? Which one?

SERVICE:
11. Funeral or memorial service?
Funeral is typically within a few days and with a body present.
Memorial service is later and the cremains are typically present.
12. Service Location?

Church, funeral home, or graveside?



13.

14.
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Will there be a committal after the service?

A committal service is a short ceremony held at a cemetery where the
deceased is committed to the ground, often following a traditional
funeral service. Who would you like to attend? Immediate family and
friends, or open to all attending the service?

Visitation before the service?
Where?
Open or closed casket? (open is not always possible)

IF A CHRISTIAN SERVICE:

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Do you want remembrances or eulogies?
If yes, who would you like to speak?
Who do you not want to speak?

Favorite hymns or songs?
Do you want anyone special to sing or play an instrument?

Favorite readings, poems, or prayers?

Favorite Bible verses?
Do you want anyone special to read?

Would you like Holy Communion to be offered during the service? If yes,
is there anyone special you would like to help serve?

If a casket, who would you like to be pall bearers? (typically six)
Special or favorite flowers? Favorite colors?

Do you want the service to be livestreamed for family and friends who
can’t attend? Or recorded and viewed later with a private link?

Would you like a slide show of favorite pictures during the service or
reception?
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OBITUARY:
24, Who will write the obituary?
What specific things would you like included?
Note: scammers frequently use public obituaries for identity theft,

retrieving information like pet’s name and high school. Homes are also
targets for robberies during a service.

25. Is there a favorite picture that you want used for the obituary?
DONATIONS:

26. If donations are given in your memory, where would you like them to go?
OTHER:

27. Additional Notes and comments

28. Specific things that you do not want
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Confidential information to make available for a trusted loved one
1. Full legal name

Social Security number/card

Address of legal residence

Date and place of birth

Names and addresses of spouse and children

o vk wnN

Birth and death certificates and certificates of marriage, divorce, citizenship,

and adoption (whichever are applicable)

7. Employers and dates of employment

8. Education and military records

9. Names and phone numbers of religious contacts (if applicable)

10.Names and phone numbers of close friends, relatives, doctors, lawyers, and
financial advisors

11.Medications taken regularly (keep this updated!)

12.Location of living will and other legal documents

13.Sources of income and assets (pension from your employer, IRAs, 401(k)s,
interest, royalties, etc.)

14.Social Security and Medicare/Medicaid information

15.Insurance information (life, health, long-term care, home, etc.) with policy
numbers and agents’ names and phone numbers

16.Copy of your most recent income tax return

17.Location of your most up-to-date legal will with an original signature

18.Liabilities, including property tax

19.Mortgages and debts

20.Location of original deed of trust for home

21.Car title and registration

22.Credit and debit card names and numbers

23.Location of safe deposit box and key
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Favorite Scripture Readings for Christian Funerals and Memorials

Old Testament
Job 19:23-27

Isa.
Isa.
Isa.
Isa.
Isa.
Isa.
Isa.
Isa.
Isa.

25:6-9

26:1-4,19
40:1-11, 28-31
40:28-31

43:1-33, 18-19, 25
44:6-8

55:1-3, 6-13
61:1-4,10-11
65:17-25

Lam. 3:19-26, 31b-32
Dan. 12:1-3
Joel 2:12-13, 23-24, 26-29 Return to the Lord with all your heart

Psalms

Ps. 16:5-11

Ps. 23

Ps. 27:1,4-93, 13-14
Ps.39:4-5,12
Ps.42:1-6a

Ps. 43

Ps. 46:1-5, 10-11
Ps. 90:1-10, 12
Ps.91

Ps. 103

Ps. 106:1-5

Ps. 116:1-9, 15
Ps. 118

Ps. 121

| know that my redeemer lives

God will swallow up death forever

God will keep them in peace

Comfort my people

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength
When you pass through the waters, | will be with you
| am the first and the last

Ho, everyone who thirsts

The spirit of the Lord is upon me

| create new heavens and a new earth

The Lord's steadfast love

Many of those who sleep in the dust shall awake

The Lord is my chosen portion
The Lord is my shepherd

The Lord is my light and my salvation
Lord, let me know my end

As a deer longs for flowing streams
Give judgment for me, O God

A very present help in trouble

Teach us to number our days

The one who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
Bless the Lord, O my soul

O give thanks to the Lord

The Lord has heard my voice

Open the gates of righteousness

| lift up my eyes to the hills



Ps. 130
Ps. 139:1-12
Ps. 145
Ps. 146

New Testament
Rom. 5:1-11

Rom. 6:3-9

Rom. 8:14-23, 31-39
Rom. 14:7-9, 10b-12
1 Cor. 15:3-8, 12-26
alive

1 Cor. 15:35-44

1 Cor. 15:50-57

2 Cor. 4:16-5:1

2 Cor. 5:1-10

Eph. 1:11-2:1, 4-10
Phil. 3:7-11

Phil. 3:20-21

Col. 3:1-17

1 Thess. 4:13-18

2 Tim. 2:8-13

Heb. 2:14-18
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Out of the depths I cry to the Lord
Where shall | go from your spirit?

| will extol you, O God my King
Hallelujah! praise the Lord, O my soul

Hope does not disappoint

Baptized into Christ's death, raised to live with him
Nothing can separate us from the love of God
Whether we live or die, we are the Lord's

Christ raised from the dead, In Christ shall all be made

The natural body and the spiritual body

We shall all be changed

Visible things are temporary, invisible things eternal
From God we have a house not made with hands
Saved by grace through faith

Knowing him and the power of his resurrection
Our citizenship is in heaven

Set your minds on the things that are above

The comfort of Christ's coming

If we died with him, we shall also live with him
Christ was tested in every way

Heb. 11:1-3, 13-16; 12:1-2 Faith, the pilgrimage, the cloud of witnesses

1 Peter 1:3-9

1 Peter 3:18-22; 4:6
1John 3:1-3

Rev. 7:2-3, 9-17
tribulation

Without seeing Christ, you love him

Christ's ministry to the spirits in prison

We are children of God

These are they who have come out of the great

Rev. 14:1-3, 6-7, 12-13  Rest for the saints
Rev. 21:1-4, 22-25; 22:3-5 A new heaven and a new earth

Rev. 22:1-5

The Lord God will be their light
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Gospels
Matt. 5:1-12a Blessed are those who mourn
Matt. 11:25-30 | will give you rest
Matthew 18:1-5, 10-14 A child is the greatest in the kingdom
Matt. 25:1-13 Wise and foolish bridesmaids
Matt. 25:31-46 The Last Judgment
Mark 10:13-16 Let the little children come
Mark 16:1-7 The resurrection of Christ
Luke 7:11-17 Jesus raises the son of the widow of Nain
Luke 18:15-17 We enter the kingdom only as children
Luke 23:33, 39-43 Today you will be with me in Paradise
Luke 24:1-9 The resurrection of Christ
John 3:16-21 God so loved the world
John 5:24-29 Whoever hears and believes has eternal life
John 6:37-40 | will raise them up on the last day
John 6:47-58 Whoever believes in me has eternal life
John 10:11-16 | am the good shepherd
John 11:17-27 | am the resurrection and the life
John 11:38-44 Lazarus raised from the dead
John 14:1-6, 25-27 | go to prepare a place for you; Let not your hearts be
troubled
Favorite Hymns for Christian Funerals and Memorials
Abide with Me Beautiful Savior
Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! Behold the Host Arrayed in White
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Blest Are They
Sound Blest Be the Tie That Binds
Around You, O Lord Jesus Borning Cry

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing Children of the Heavenly Father
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Come, Ye Disconsolate

Crown Him with Many Crowns

Day by Day

For All the Saints

For All Your Saints, O Lord

For the Beauty of the Earth

Give Me Jesus

Give Thanks for Saints

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
God, Who Made the Earth and
Heaven

Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil
Here Is Bread

Holy God, Holy and Glorious

Holy God, We Praise Your Name
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
How Great Thou Art

How Small Our Span of Life

| Am the Bread of Life

| Know That My Redeemer Lives!

| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
If You but Trust in God to Guide You
In Heaven Above

In Our Day of Thanksgiving

In Thee Is Gladness

Jerusalem, My Happy Home

Jesus Lives, My Sure Defense

Jesus Loves Me!

Just a Closer Walk with Thee

Just as | Am, without One Plea

Kyrie! God, Father

Lift High the Cross

Lord of All Hopefulness

Lord Our God, with Praise We Come
Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
My Life Flows On in Endless Song
My Shepherd, You Supply My Need
Neither Death nor Life

Now Thank We All Our God

Now We Remain

O Blessed Spring

O Christ the Same

O Day Full of Grace

O God beyond All Praising

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

O Holy Spirit, Enter In

O Living Bread from Heaven

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand
On Eagle’s Wings

Peace, to Soothe Our Bitter Woes
Praise the One Who Breaks the
Darkness

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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Rejoice in God’s Saints

Shall We Gather at the River

Sing with All the Saints in Glory
Soli Deo Gloria

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
The Church’s One Foundation

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
The Lord’s My Shepherd

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
There in God’s Garden

Thine the Amen

This Joyful Eastertide

Through the Night of Doubt and
Sorrow

Thy Holy Wings

We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus

We Know That Christ Is Raised
What Feast of Love

What Wondrous Love Is This

When We Are Living/Pues si vivimos
You Are Mine
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